
Table 7. Error Statistics for the Forecasted Number of Deaths for the Total US Resident Population: 1963 to 1999. 

[Resident population] 

1963 1966 1969 1970 1972 1974 1976 1982 1986 1991 1992 1994 

Five years 
MPE (%) 1.67 2.71 3.28 7.04 7.07 9.88 4.62 (0.91) 0.75 (0.24) (3.78) 1.17 4.51 
MAPE (%) 1.75 2.77 3.28 7.04 7.07 9.88 4.62 0.91 1.25 0.93 3.78 1.29 5.05 
MdAPE (%) 1.94 3.08 2.68 5.35 8.67 10.09 3.76 1.12 1.26 0.90 4.30 1.67 3.55 
RMSE 36,877 61,565 73,416 145,294 151,414 190,722 92,515 21,869 29,102 23,844 90,270 34,328 128,743 
RMSE Naïve 36,485 37,336 53,168 74,715 110,314 46,502 19,597 47,199 35,190 40,627 53,298 24,018 78,293 

Ten years 
MPE (%) 2.88 5.70 7.84 10.45 9.73 10.35 5.64 (0.45) (0.13) 8.71 
MAPE (%) 2.92 5.73 7.84 10.45 9.73 10.35 5.64 0.96 1.13 8.73 
MdAPE (%) 2.70 4.67 8.68 12.07 10.94 10.63 6.06 0.91 1.21 10.96 
RMSE 64,361 134,071 176,634 215,724 202,806 204,429 116,562 24,133 27,557 200,461 
RMSE Naïve 61,657 114,019 146,035 149,290 145,267 47,106 22,778 46,768 30,085 150,582 

Fifteen years 
MPE (%) 6.11 8.62 9.69 11.92 10.47 10.13 6.39 (0.77)  10.87 
MAPE (%) 6.14 8.65 9.69 11.92 10.47 10.13 6.39 1.11  10.97 
MdAPE (%) 4.48 8.71 11.61 13.23 11.41 10.09 6.35 1.29 12.36 
RMSE 150,102 195,863 211,644 246,975 218,858 205,103 137,807 28,141  241,556 
RMSE Naïve 161,501 195,258 183,613 192,889 157,270 40,718 27,397 64,817 217,786 

Twenty years 
MPE (%) 8.30 9.99 10.34  10.97 10.36 6.90 12.18 
MAPE (%) 8.32 10.01 10.34  10.97 10.36 6.90 12.18 
MdAPE (%) 7.05 12.79 12.21  11.46 10.24 6.86 13.15 
RMSE 196,146 222,562 225,358  233,126 215,755 153,245 265,525 
RMSE Naïve 233,990 252,523 205,619  172,701 41,704 42,064 278,889 

Forecast Period 
Individual Series (By Base Year) Multiple 

Series 

Note: Negative values are denoted in parenthesis.
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